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SUNDAY 15 MARCH, 2020, REVD ANGELA HANNAFIN 

Karl Barthe, the famous Swiss theologian, said that Christians needed to read the 

Bible with a newspaper in the other hand. Christians are to evaluate world news 

in the light of what they read in the Bible, rather than the other way around. This 

week our world news has been not only dominant, but shifting, like sands. The 

Coronavirus is everywhere, which is not a scientific statement. In my lifetime I 

can’t remember a time it has been like this. I’m sure the development of 

technology has really contributed to how we react. The internet means we get 

the news minute by minute, rather than the daily newspaper we had before. Our 

lives have been impacted by technology world which has now impacted our 

culture. We are doing church differently today as a result, and I sense that we 

may have fewer congregation members as a result. So how can our Bible 

readings give us encouragement in the light of all that is taking place outside the 

walls of this building? How can God breathe into our midst today? Let us look 

together. 

Our gospel reading is from John, and is another example of Jesus’ encounters 

with ordinary people. Last week it was about Jesus and Nicodemus. This time we 

meet a woman, a Samaritan, coming to draw water from the well at midday. A 

simple question from Jesus about getting a drink of water spirals into a whole 

conversation about differences between Samaritans and Jews (who were 

historic enemies). This then goes deeper. Whilst Jesus was initially the one wanting 

water, the woman then reveals a spiritual thirst. Jesus reveals himself to know and 

be a supplier of something called Living Water, which will never dry up and never 

leave people thirsty again.  

“The water that I will give will become in them a spring of water 

gushing up to eternal life”, he says.  

Their conversation eventually goes through another discussion about the real 

nature of worship – being something which involves Spirit and Truth before Jesus 

confesses to being the Messiah. The part of scripture we don’t have is the last 

part – where this woman goes back to her village and tells people  

‘Come see a man who told me all I had ever done!’ 

This whole conversation is a spiritual encounter. The woman at the well meets 

Jesus, begins a conversation about water which ends up with her telling all her 

friends and family that she has met the Messiah. In the middle, comes her 

connecting with Jesus in a way which is personal, powerful and prophetic? God 

meets with her...how? Well, the details of John’s gospel at the beginning give us 

clues. The woman meets Jesus at the well, when it is midday – logically who 
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would go to the well at the hottest part of the day?  She does - deliberately - to 

get away from people. This is a woman with a past. And yet that doesn’t stop 

her experiencing the Spirit and Truth which Jesus talks about. Jesus knows 

intimate things about this woman’s life that only someone divine could know 

even since he has never met her before. As a result of this divine encounter she 

is accepted, forgiven, given a future...and she becomes the most unlikely 

spokesperson for her village. God really does things in unexpected ways.  

By writing about this woman, a marginalised person with secrets to hide, John 

makes a powerful point. The gospel message is that everyone can come and 

receive the Living Water that Jesus offers. The gospel transcends cultural barriers 

of race, gender, history, baggage and background. God’s message is one of 

inclusion and invitation. We are shortly about to share the Eucharist. Even if that 

is in bread only, we come because God invites us, and he does that because of 

the death and resurrection of Jesus. There are no barriers separating us from him.   

This gospel message gives a hope and a future for each of us. Because of this, 

we can be, what Paul calls ‘new creations’. We look the same on the outside, 

but inside, there has been a refurbishment. We are different. We are under new 

management. God is guiding our lives. We have an inner peace, an inner 

direction. So, when the tough times come, we can keep going. It’s not about us 

anymore, but about God, who knows our lives, and has our futures in his hand.  

These tough times are now. The anxiety that people feel around us is everywhere. 

It’s even created a new type of activity known as ‘panic buying’. This is caused 

by fear, and I believe the opposite of faith is not doubt but fear...  

We live in very uncertain times. The news is changing hour by hour. Things are 

unsettled and uncertain. However, even though our lives are being impacted by 

something outside our control, but we do not need to give in to fear. God is with 

us and will never leave us, and will bring us through this time to the other side 

because he is working his Divine Plan out through us. This is a time when Christians 

have something to say – we have something to contribute to the debates going 

on. We have a hope and an anchor, a reason to be cheerful, or joyful. John’s 

gospel is a record of varied people who met with Jesus...only to be challenged, 

but also given a way forward. The Christian life does not make us exempt from 

difficult, pain, tragedy, or Coronavirus, but it does make us aware that God is 

with us...which is why we remember Emmanuel at Christmas...and will journey 

with us. As the psalmist wrote; 

‘I can never escape from your Spirit! I can never get away from your 

presence!  If I go up to heaven, you are there: if I go down to the grave, 

you are there.’  
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I want to finish with this prayer for the Pandemic...  

 

May you and I be people that in the midst of fear, can testify to hope, in the midst 

of panic, can testify to peace, and in the midst of isolation (even self-isolation), 

can testify to the invitation that God offers us all.   

AMEN 

Prayer for a Pandemic 

May we who are merely inconvenienced 

Remember those whose lives are at stake 

May we who have no risk factors 

Remember those most vulnerable 

May we who have the luxury of working from home 

Remember those who must choose between preserving their health or making their rent 

May we who have the flexibility to care for our children when their schools close 

Remember those who have no options 

May we who have to cancel our trips 

Remember those who have no safe place to go 

May we who are losing our margin money in the tumult of the economic market 

Remember those who have no margin at all 

May we who settle in for a quarantine at home 

Remember those who have no home 

As fear grips our country 

Let us choose love 

During this time when we cannot physically wrap our arms around each other 

Let us yet find ways to be the loving embrace of God to our neighbours 

Amen. 


