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Sunday 16 May 2021: Angela Hannafin 

Have you ever listened to someone else’s private conversation? It’s probably not 

something you would want to admit to, but I’m sure we’ve all done it, 

intentionally or unintentionally. Before Covid, we were used to hearing those 

familiar words when someone next to us on a train picked up their mobile phone, 

“I’m on the train”! In a world where communication is shared, privacy means 

everything. Of course, if it’s a conversation between people we know, we might 

wonder what they are saying about us. In our gospel reading for today, we are 

listening to a private conversation between Jesus and his Father, from the 

seventeenth chapter of John’s gospel, 

6 “I have revealed you to the ones you gave me from this world. They were 

always yours. You gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7 Now they 

know that everything I have is a gift from you, 8 for I have passed on to them the 

message you gave me. They accepted it and know that I came from you, and 

they believe you sent me. 

9 “My prayer is not for the world, but for those you have given me, because they 

belong to you. 10 All who are mine belong to you, and you have given them to 

me, so they bring me glory. 11 Now I am departing from the world; they are 

staying in this world, but I am coming to you. Holy Father, you have given me 

your name; now protect them by the power of your name so that they will be 

united just as we are. 12 During my time here, I protected them by the power of 

the name you gave me. I guarded them so that not one was lost, except the 

one headed for destruction, as the Scriptures foretold. 

13 “Now I am coming to you. I told them many things while I was with them in this 

world so they would be filled with my joy. 14 I have given them your word. And 

the world hates them because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not 

belong to the world. 15 I’m not asking you to take them out of the world, but to 

keep them safe from the evil one. 16 They do not belong to this world any more 

than I do. 17 Make them holy by your truth; teach them your word, which is truth. 
18 Just as you sent me into the world, I am sending them into the world. 19 And I 

give myself as a holy sacrifice for them so they can be made holy by your truth.” 

------------- 

What can we learn from Jesus’ words? Jesus is reminding his Father what he’s 

done. He has passed on the message from God to his people. That message was 

that God’s Kingdom, and the values of God were breaking into earth during the 
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three-year earthly ministry of Jesus. Through his miracles, teaching and 

relationships with others, he showed how the love of God could bring new life to 

those around him. The culmination of his ministry was on the cross, when Jesus 

cried out for forgiveness for those who had sent him to a grisly death. The new 

covenant of Jesus’ blood was spilled out for humanity on Good Friday. However, 

it didn’t end there. On Easter Sunday the tomb was discovered empty. Jesus was 

resurrected to new life. You could say it was mission accomplished for Jesus. In 

his words, he gave himself as a holy sacrifice so we can be made holy by God’s 

truth. On Thursday this week, we remembered that Jesus then returned back to 

the Father, back to heaven since his work was done. Now it’s down to us, his 

followers, to be sent into the world. Next Sunday when we will remember how 

the disciples were equipped for service at Pentecost.  

It’s interesting to note that Jesus spoke of how his believers belonged to God, 

and therefore needed protection. These might sound odd words, but Jesus was 

talking about the spiritual life as a battle. This is a familiar theme in scripture, and 

the apostle Paul even gave specific teaching to the church in Ephesus, based 

on ‘wearing’ spiritual values as battle garments. Here, Jesus asked God to keep 

his followers safe from the ‘evil one’. I’m not sure what you think about the devil, 

or the evil one. For many people the idea of a red-horned character with a tail is 

ridiculous, and I would agree. Scripture, though, is very clear about the evil 

forces that can push down against the forces of God from time to time, and stop 

us in our spiritual growth. Once we belong to Christ, we are involved in a battle. 

It’s important to remember that Jesus has the victory and cannot be defeated, 

although at certain times spiritual attacks of some kind can affect us all, and 

need to be fought through prayer. CS Lewis wrote, “There are two equal and 

opposite errors into which our race can fall about the devils. One is to disbelieve 

in their existence. The other is to believe, and to feel an excessive and unhealthy 

interest in them.” If Jesus prayed this, then surely prayer for protection for 

ourselves and our spiritual communities against forces of evil is important.  

 

And what about this comment of Jesus that his believers do not belong to this 

world? To say someone is ‘of another world’ can mean they don’t belong 

somewhere. That’s another part of true Christian identity. Whilst we may live in, 

say, Yorkshire, we are only ever passing through, since our souls belong in 

heaven with God. As the apostle Paul wrote to the church in Philippi, “our 

citizenship is in heaven”. This may sound maybe a bit disturbing, but it’s actually 

encouraging. As we go through life, our spiritual hunger for God deepens, and 



The Parish of Bardsey with East Keswick 

Sermon 

 3 

we’re really longing to be with him. What your passport says is a statement about 

your humanity. Your spirituality, though, if you are a Christian, belongs with God, 

and all our lives are steps along the way to eventually join him in heaven, where 

there will be unbroken relationship with him.  

How does this prayer relate to us in our post-Covid world? Life as we know it has 

been hard and tiring, and many of us are still too exhausted by the past 

eighteen months to really digest what normality will be like, or even believe that 

normality will return. There is much too, to consider, as we join with those still 

grieving for lost loved ones during the pandemic. These issues can easily 

overwhelm us and make us feel like we’re under a constant dark cloud. This 

scripture passage though, reminds us of who we really are, and how our 

spirituality can hold us when our humanity feels frail. It’s an encouragement that 

we all need at this difficult time. We must hold on to the words of Jesus, who is 

now seated at the right hand of God, interceding for us. Right now, we are 

being prayed for by Jesus, so that we can continue to grow in our pilgrimage in 

this life before we meet him in eternity. May you and I respond with joy and 

faithfulness to him who is with us, praying for us, loving us. Amen.  

Some thoughts to consider this week: 

- On a scale of one to ten, how weary do you feel today?  Speak to God 

about this in prayer.  

- Where might God be sending you at the moment? Does he have a mission 

for you or something he wants you to do?  

- Read this passage again and reflect on Jesus praying about you to the 

Father.  

 

Let’s pray,  

“God our Father, we thank you that you are for us and will never leave us. We 

offer ourselves to you again this day, and pray that you would make us holy for 

your service. May we feel your loving arms to be around us to protect us and to 

guide us, in Jesus’ name. AMEN”. 


